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BEFORE THE

| LLI NO S COMMERCE COMM SSI ON

IN THE MATTER OF:

MAURI CE PERKI NS-1 NNER CI TY
YOUTH & ADULT FOUNDATI ON,
I NC. ,

VS.

PEOPLES GAS LI GHT & COKE
COMPANY,

Conplaint as to
billing/charges in Chicago,
I11inois.

Chi cago, Illinois

February 13,
Met, pursuant to notice,

BEFORE:

N N N N N N N N N N N N N N

No.

Chi cago.

08- 0648

TERRANCE HI LLI ARD, Adm ni strative Law Judge

APPEARANCES:

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS

4500 South M chi gan Avenue

Chi cago, Illinois 60653
appearing pro se;

MARK L. GOLDSTEIN P.C., by

MR. MARK L. GOLDSTEI N
3019 Province Circle

Mundel ein, Illinois 60060

(847) 949- 1340

Appearing for Peoples Gas Light

& Coke Conpany.
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SULLI VAN REPORTI NG COMPANY, by

Ali sa A. Sawka, CSR

Li cense No.

084-004588
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Re - Re - By
W t nesses: Direct Cross direct cross Exam ner
None.
EXHI BLTS
Number For Ildentification I n Evidence
None.
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JUDGE HI LLI ARD: On behalf of the Illinois
Commerce Comm ssion | call Docket 08-0648, Maurice
Per ki ns, dash, Inner City Youth & Adult Foundati on
versus Peopl es Gas.

Can the parties identify themsel ves.
M . Perkins, give your name and
addr ess.

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: Mauri ce Perkins, 4500
South M chi gan Avenue, president of the Inner City
Youth & Adult Foundati on.

MR. GOLDSTEI N: Mark L. Gol dstein for the
Peopl es Gas Light and Coke Conmpany, 3019 Province
Circle, Mundelein, Illinois 60060. My tel ephone
number is (847) 949-1340. And | have with me today
Sol edad Barragan of Peoples Gas.

JUDGE HI LLI ARD: All right. M . Perkins,
you're the conpl ai nant. It's your time to go ahead
here.

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: Your Honor, |'m
interested in my refund. \When Peoples Gas settled
with the City of Chicago and the Attorney General,

Li sa Madi gan, there was supposed to be refunds. I
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never received one. ' m | ooking for ny refund.

And |I'm | ooking at the going-ons and
State Government and the Governor's problems and all
t hese people's problems and nobody's taking care of
t he problenms of the people. |"m waiting on nmy refund
from Peopl es Gas as agreement to the settlenment that
was reached by the City of Chicago and the Attorney
General's Office. | never got ny refund.

JUDGE HI LLI ARD: Do you have any idea how nuch
the refund should be?

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: | think it should be --
|'d i ke to get 50,000 because |'ve been going
through this for the last 15 -- 100k, these people
wor ked with Enron, inflated gas prices, bought it at
a higher rate and then they came down in the ghetto
and put it on people with the |Iowest inconme in the
City of Chicago.

Your Honor, this is not a joke. Look
at this right here. Look. Do you see these
children? Them bl ack babies, they can't take their
coats off in they houses. They can't take their

coats off in they houses, your Honor. In the richest
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country in the world they can't take their coats off
in they houses.

Al so, ny children -- then they expect
the black man to do something about it and they can't
take their coats off in they houses because of these
inflated prices. They | aws.

Enron is not doing business anywhere
in the country but here with them  They inflated
t hose prices. "' m | ooking for my refund.

| just left the U S. House of
Representatives talking to Representative Joe Barden,
t he ranki ng member of the Energy Commttee. | told
himl didn't think my antitrust claim would be
settled here and | asked himto intervene.

See, this is a joke to them You
know, they got the incomes, they go home to heated
houses; but black babies in this city sleep in their
coats, and they supposed to go to school and get an
education? It's bigger than me. " mold and pointed
toward the grave. It don't matter to me, see; but
what they're doing is wong. They're hurting ny
community. They're hurting ny kids, man. That's a

29



bl ack baby that can't take off her coat in her house,
and she's supposed to go to school and get her
education? It's bigger than that, your Honor.

And they're wrong and I'mright. And
" m going to tell Pat Quinn, who |I worked with with
CUB years ago advocating, Come over here and finish
your busi ness. | know who Lula Ford is. | know t hey
all go to lunch. It's just one big happy party.

| ' ve | ost thousands of dollars in

pi pes in nmy building. My electric bill is triple.
So, you know, your Honor, |I'm | ooking for justice. I
may sound sinple to you, but I'm |l ooking for justice.

Can't take their coats off in they
houses in Anmerica. Supposed to get an education, be
sonebody. Freezing in their house, can't cook.

Bi gger than ne, your Honor.

' m | ooking for ny refund that they

said we had com ng. | ' ve been there 15 years under
this bondage and deceptive practices. | ve been
there 15 years. 50,000 -- shit, they want 15, 1200,

1800, whatever nunber they choose from ne every

mont h. | ' m scared to cut it back on because the
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first thing they're going to do is they're going to
overcharge nme and all this stuff | did this winter is
going to be for nil. See, they owe ne. "' m a
victim not them

JUDGE HI LLI ARD: How nmuch money is at issue
here?

MR. MAURI CE PERKINS: They say | owe them --
gave them a thousand dollars -- now check this out,
your Honor, here you go: First, they say | owe them
$8, 000. | tell themto give nme a corrected bill
They drop the bill to $6,000. They charge me $150
every nonth for |ate paynents. They got ten
different taxes on the doggone bill, gas uses, gas
charge, meter service, this or that. You know, |

mean, Jesus Christ, this is three-card nonte all the

way .
Now, | brought -- they owe ne, your

Honor . They owe ne. Now, they say now that | owe

them -- after giving them a thousand dollars, they'll

drop the bill from 8,000 to 5800. They dropped that
because you know what they had? They had, W demand

a thousand dollars deposit; we demand this; we demand

31



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

t hat . | mean, where is ny rights as an Anmerican
citizen? Where do | go to get ny rights at?
They already in violation of the

antitrust laws of this country being a monopoly and

t hey take full advantage of that. | come here for
justice, man. | made $32,000 | ast year. | can't
give them half of that. You know, how do | eat?

Now t hey're saying that | owe them 58.
| gave them a thousand. It should have went to 48,

but then | got me another 300 on |ate charges. So |

guess that boots it back up to 51. It's just -- it's
a gane.

They -- |I'm | ooking for a refund,
which after the settlement -- not a credit. Ref und.

Language. Definition. Ref und. Not a credit. And |
want it to be commensurate with the way they' ve been
chargi ng ne. This country is in the tubes. l'min
foreclosure fighting everything over there and |'ve
got to come here and do this? And they've been found
guilty and wrong. You know, |'m just | ooking for
some justice.

| just got off a plane |ast night
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| eaving Capitol Hill with my |ast few dollars. ' m
| ooking for justice. And | asked the Chairman of the
Energy Comm ssion, Please, come here and intervene
for black babies so they wouldn't have to go to bed
with their coats on. That's what they doing, going
to bed with their coats on because of them

JUDGE HI LLI ARD: Are there two accounts
invol ved, your personal account and a foundation
account, or is there one account?

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: It's one account there.
We got a rear coach house there in the building that
we sometime rent out. That's where the second meter
is involved to -- where the people we rent out. We
got another not-for-profit back there right now doing
some gang intervention work. Sometime we have it
rented out six, eight months a year. Sometinme -- you
know, it's not consistent; but, you know, we got it
rented now. And, in fact, we just got another tenant
that's probably going to go on record because the
ot her people, they contract ran out, you know, small
not-for-profit.

They don't even respect ny tax exenpt
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st at us. ' m tax exempt under Illinois Revenue
Service Code. You think they tax-exempt me? No,
t hey don't. Not an inch. Not nothing. That's why
"' m here, your Honor.

And I'mtrying to sell that building
and "'mtrying to get out of that grass. They're
doi ng urban renewal. Once they shut the service off,

then they come and | ock the building down because the

buil ding's dead after that. Takes all the life out
of it. They're doing urban renewal . See, so, you
know, |'m hurting. | don't want to appear
ridiculous, but the pain is real. | "' m down there

fixing busted pipes because

- you know, one nonth
they send me a bill for 1800. ' m heati ng
4,000 square feet. 1800? Pain, your Honor. Pai n.
Been m streated. Want a refund. Want
it to be commensurate with the way |'ve been paying.
$219. Shit, they charge ne that in taxes for one
mont h. Something's wwong with this part of it, your
Honor, that's all. And if, you know, you give ne
time, I'"'mgoing to have sonmebody from Capitol Hil

intervene in this case.
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"' m not going to let nmy children | ay
out there -- laying like that -- and | call nyself an
organi zation and a black man -- and these bl ack
babi es by the thousands going to bed with their coats
on.

JUDGE HI LLI ARD: You know, there are various
progranms to help people pay their utility bills in
the wi nter. Have you investigated those?

MR. MAURI CE PERKINS: Yeah, | fall under none
of that criteria. | fall under none of that
criteria. | "' m an organi zation. l|'m a
not-for-profit. | should be doing better than I'm
doing, but I"'mnot. A lot of people losing their
401(k)s. This thing's going down the drain. They
modi fyi ng | oans. Let them nmodify something. They're
modi fying |l oans in the mortgage banking industry.
That's the only way it's going to stay afloat. They
| ook |ike Wall Street over here, man. You give it to
them they give nothing back. | mean, pain.

My children, man, are going to bed
with their coats on, Judge. Your children ain't
going to bed with their coats on. Their children
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ain't going to bed with their coats on.

JUDGE HI LLI ARD: Do you have children living
with you or just...?

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: | work with ex-offenders
and a few of the mothers there do have children. And
we are basically a shelter, you know -- and, | nmean,
it's hard in this country now. They need to wake up,
turn on the television or sonething. You know, they
need to roll back some things, your Honor.

JUDGE HI LLI ARD: All right. How many of these
people live in your facility?

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: | got about eight people
that live there.

JUDGE HI LLI ARD: Counting yoursel f?

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: Yeah, counting ne.

JUDGE HI LLI ARD: And do you have any ot her
famly members?

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: Yeah, | got a few famly
menbers there.

JUDGE HI LLI ARD: And how many children live
t here?

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: Thr ee.
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JUDGE HI LLI ARD: And do you know what their
ages are approximtely?

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: | think one is 7. The
other two |I would only be assum ng. | know one is 7
because | talked to him

JUDGE HI LLI ARD: Are all eight of the people
related to you?

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: Ch, no. Uh- uh. | wor k
with ex-offenders, guys getting out of prison. | do
transitional housing and life management skills, try
to teach people how to break their crimnal activity,

teach them skills to gain entry to the mai nstream

j obs and devel opment, things |ike that. | work with
McCorm ck Place. W do -- some of our people do the
setups for the shows and stuff |ike that. W're

not-for-profit, have been.

You know, just no consideration -- you
know, |'m about done. You know, I'mreally trying to
throw in the towel; but the point needs to be made of
how this hurts and how these kids -- you know, that's
the Tribune, man. There they are with their coats
on, you know. This is bad. It's bad. And if the
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Attorney General and the City of Chicago have won
this settlenment, say | got a refund comng, |I'm
| ooking for it.

JUDGE HI LLI ARD: Have you contacted the
Attorney General about that?

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: No, | look at politics
today in the State of Illinois, taxation without
representation. Ain't nobody representing nobody no
more. This governor here lost his mnd, man. He
actually lost his mnd. And these people down here,
Lula Ford, | read the paper when they're having their
l unches and things with People Gas executives. I
mean, it's really no shame and no credibility
nowher e.

It's -- | ain't talking to you. Just
| eft Capitol Hill because I'"'mtrying to get this case
intervened on so the antitrust laws that | brought to
you -- so somebody can look at that. This is a
monopoly strangling the life out of the -- a monopoly
strangling the life out of the conmmunity.

| went with -- tried to go with this

ot her energy conmpany, and | wound up paying two
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bills, theirs and them at the same time. | had to
pay two conpanies then. Nowhere to go, man; judge,
jury and execution.

" mjust | ooking for a righteous
refund, and |I'm | ooking to be charged right. And
with this governor comng in -- Pat Quinn, still as
an advocate as he was when he was at CUB, maybe he
and | may be able to get back together and do
somet hi ng here. This is notorious. $1800 a nonth
for 4,000 square feet?

And the people in North Shore and up
in Wlnmette, they don't pay |like that, man. Ni cor
ain't charging themlike that. Just them  Just
t hem Ni cor ain't charging the richest people in
this area |ike that. But the poor, down in the
ghetto down there, why we got a bad -- all of this?
Because we | ess educated? Less influential?

You know, something needs to happen,
your Honor. And you had an opportunity to make
somet hi ng happen. "' m Il ooking for my refund and I
| ooking to be charged right. This is what they say

about all we had com ng. MWhere is it at.
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JUDGE HI LLI ARD: OCkay. Do you have anything?

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: That's it.

JUDGE HI LLI ARD: OCkay.

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: | brought them this blood
money here, but | almst don't want themto turn it
on because | know it's going be a race to make al
this suffering nil. But | brought them this bl ood
noney. That's what it is.

JUDGE HI LLI ARD: You got money with you to
settle --

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: | got $500 that -- | had
to break open a few piggy banks and make a few juice
| oans and all of that. But he said if | brought
$500... Hey, the white man is |eading and the bl ack
man i s bl eeding. Remember that now. White man is
| eading and the black man is bl eeding. ' m bl eedi ng.
l'"'ma victim l'"ma victim

And |I'm asking that this be continued
till I can get word to Capitol Hill. They told nme
two weeks they would give me a written reply as to
whet her they would come and intervene.

JUDGE HI LLI ARD: OCkay.
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MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: Representative Joe
Barden, he's the ranking menber of the Energy
Comm ttee on Capitol Hill for the Congress of the
United States. And | just left his office yesterday
at 3:00 o'clock and he said give himtwo weeks and he
woul d make a deci sion whether he'd come here and
i ntervene.

It's like that -- it's -- Judge, |
know t hat everything is just wham bam t hank you
ma'am | understand that. | understand we don't
have a right to have faith in our politicians and our

regul ators anynmore as a result of Wall Street and how

t hey' ve taken people's nmoney |like thieves -- just
t ake the American people's -- | |ooked at ny
nort gage, what | was paying. |'m paying $3,000 a

month. The conpany's getting 2800 in interest and

|'"m putting $160 on principal. | could never -- they

did us in. They did us in. This is a part of that.
You know, | mean, | know you guys see

each other every day and all that, man; but it's

pai nful . | ' m speaking for a community that's | aying

out there with space heaters catching hold to the
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curtains and burning 'em up, burning 'em up, trying
to survive in this nmess.

JUDGE HI LLI ARD: All right. M . Perkins has
tendered a check. Are you prepared to accept that?

MR. GOLDSTEI N: Yes, we are, Judge. As
M. Perkins stated, if you recall from the | ast
status hearing, we requested a $2,000 deposit in
order to turn his heat on. Since then, Peoples Gas
has determ ned that they would accept $1500. He' s
paid 1,000 already. Today he's tendering a check for
500 and we will restore service on that basis.

| just want to make one brief comment

with respect to M. Perkins' assertion about the
refund. As your Honor will recall, back in April of
2006, Peoples Gas was required to make refunds to
customers. At that time M. Perkins had a |arge
bal ance owed on his gas account for Inner City Youth,
Because of that, that refund, which anounted to
$217.53, was applied to the outstandi ng bal ance of
hi s account. In effect, he was given that refund
and --

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: It's not a refund.
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MR. GOLDSTEIN: -- and | think that should be

the end of that particular issue.

| guess the only thing else I would
have to say is that since M. Perkins is waiting two
more weeks to see if someone's going to intervene on
his behalf, | think that what your Honor should do is
set this matter out four to six weeks from now and
let's have a hearing and finish this matter.

JUDGE HI LLI ARD: All right. As | understand
the prostrated case, you've nmade the presentation
t hat you want to make here. And subject to the
decision by M. Barden's office as to whether or not
they want to intervene, that's the entirety of your
case; is that correct?

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: | feel that in this body
here that ny antitrust claim, which are legitimte,
cannot be addressed. A refund is a refund. Credit
is acredit. Two separately distinct things. And if
a person is to give a refund for past mal practices,
it should be commensurate with what |'m paying.
never paid them under a thousand dollars a month.
What is -- $217 for 15 years -- from 2006 to 2009, |
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never paid them under a thousand dollars a month.

That's the taxes on one bill. And | couldn't even
get that in a check as a refund? | couldn't even get
t hat .

JUDGE HI LLI ARD: All right. But my question
was, are you -- subject to M. Barden's office
intervening in this case, is your presentation
here -- you've said all you want to say; is that
right?

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: Let me say this -- you
know, | need to bring some people up in here; but |
just don't see -- you know, | just don't see this
particul ar setting able to facilitate, you know,
really what it is |I'm asking.

JUDGE HI LLI ARD: Ckay.

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: Just |ike he said, why
didn't I call -- you said, Why didn't | call the
Attorney General? Why didn't | call the City
Cor poration Counsel? Those people should be here.
And if they sold this thing out, then they should be
hel d accountable, too, your Honor, because what |'m
saying is -- we got subpoena power here; right?
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See, that's --
JUDGE HI LLI ARD: | don't have subpoena power.
The Conmm ssion has subpoena power. I f you want
someone subpoenaed you have to serve a notion to have
a subpoena issued, and | have to present it to the
Comm ssion and the Comm ssion has to determ ne that
it's relevant and material to the issues of your
case.
MR. MAURI CE PERKINS: Thank you so much
because, see -- you know, |'ve been all the way back
to Pat Quinn when he was with CUB. He held the line.
| just hope he stays the advocate that he was for the
people. See -- and | will be serving a notion asking
that certain people be in the room because they
viol ated the agreement. They have violated the
agreement of the settlement. Refund is refund.
Credit is credit.
And | am done, your Honor.
JUDGE HI LLI ARD: Okay. Wel |, how about we
continue this to April 16th?
MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: Thank you, your Honor.
Same tinme?
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JUDGE HI LLI ARD: Let's see if that date's
conveni ent for the Conpany.

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: Ckay.

MR. GOLDSTEI N: That's Thursday, the 16th of
April, Judge?

JUDGE HI LLI ARD: Yes.

MR. GOLDSTEIN: That's fine.

JUDGE HI LLI ARD: 10: 00 o' cl ock?

MR. GOLDSTEIN: 10:00 o'clock.

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: And t hank you, your
Honor, for allowing me to state nmy case.

JUDGE HI LLI ARD: You' re wel cone.

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: "1l feel less than a man
if I don't come to represent these children as a
community | eader. They suffering. It's just the
pai n, your Honor. So when --

JUDGE HI LLI ARD: You know, you're correct that
t he Comm ssion doesn't have any jurisdiction over
antitrust clains. So if that's a claimyou want to
rai se, you have to do that in another forum

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: | just got off a plane
| ast night, your Honor, |eaving Capitol Hill. | met
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with the representative because these issues are
paranmount -- you know, they talk stinmulus. Well, we
don't want to get our stinulus and then have to give
it to them

JUDGE HI LLI ARD: We will be adjourned then
till --

MR. MAURI CE PERKI NS: And t hank you for your
ki ndness and courtesy.

JUDGE HI LLI ARD: Sur e.

Anyt hing further, M. Goldstein, that

you need to say?

MR. GOLDSTEI N: No, | have nothing el se, Judge.

Since this is Friday already,

Ms. Barragan will contact M. Perkins and advise him
when his service will be restored.

JUDGE HI LLI ARD: Can you give us an idea of
when that will happen?

MS. SOLEDAD BARRAGAN: It will be next week --
early next week.

JUDGE HI LLI ARD: If there's a problem please
| et me know because the Comm ssion is al ways

concerned about these service shutoffs and returns.
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Okay.

We'

be adj ourned until

(Wher eupon,

matt er

Apri

t he 16t h.

t he above-entitl ed

was continued to

16,

2009,

at

10: 00 a. m)
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